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Let’s chart a course in-
between the extreme 
positions



We prioritise solutions 
that are scalable, 
proven, high-benefit, 
low-risk
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“badly-designed net zero 
policy: it will cost consumers 
and businesses real money, 

divert that money to politically 
favoured solutions, drive 

inflation, achieve nothing, and 
play into the hands of 

populists.”

Michael Liebreich on SAF, June 
2025
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“Eliminating a few percent of 
the world’s warming is a big 
deal when the costs are so 

small. It seems insane to me 
that such a cheap solution is 

sitting there, completely 
untapped.”

Hannah Ritchie on contrail 
avoidance, October 2025
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Contrail 
avoidance

• Navigational approaches

• Fuels-based approaches

Electrify

• Electric high-speed rail

• Electric & hybrid aircraft

Hydrogen

• Hydrogen aircraft

• E-kerosene

Demand 
management

• Premium & frequent flyer levies

• Distributionally sensitive carbon pricing

Biofuels & 
CDR

• Ambivalent: Waste biofuels, carbon removals

• Excluded: Crop biofuels, fossil fuels (e.g. LCAF)



AVIATION 
CLIMATE 
ACTION



Sustainable aviation Aviation climate action

Semantics Stative, descriptive Dynamic, active

Agency Low High

Status framing Steady state State of change

Connotation Slow and steady Urgent

Prosody & 
rhythm

Iamb + pyrrhic, trailing Double trochee, percussive

Implied 
solution set

Sustainable aviation fuel All solutions with high / 
near-term impact

Aggregate 
effect

Everything’s fine, keep calm 
and carry on

Things have to change, and 
fast



Sustainable aviation Aviation climate action

Meme



www.europeanclimate.org

Thank you!
james.wood@europeanclimate.org 
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